May 2020
Dear Parent/Guardian,
Thank you so much for supporting our summer reading assignment.
Our purpose in asking your child to read over the summer is to continue to
develop an appreciation and enjoyment for reading. Thinking, discussing,
and writing about a book as the year begins gives us some common
ground from which we can discuss and share.
Over the summer your assistance with book access and setting up a
time for your child to read will help your child get off to a successful start to
the school year.
The assigned book for this summer is Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker
Rhodes. It is available in both print and e-book format through a variety of
sources. (The Houston Public Library, any bookstore, Amazon, etc.) Feel
free to have your child read parts of his/her book to you, or you may take
turns reading parts to each other. Try to encourage your child to read a little
bit each day.
By the end of the summer, the book and the attached questions
should be answered in complete sentences. Teachers will give students the
specific due date once the school year begins. The English Language Arts
teachers will be collecting the assignments and letting the students know
what they will be doing next.
We look forward to meeting your child and working with him/her
throughout the year. Happy reading!

Sincerely,
Pershing
6th Grade ELA Teachers

BOOK CLUB GUIDE
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Themes for Discussion
Racism
Honesty
Prejudice
Compassion

Gun Violence
Bullying
Remembering the Past

Justice
Privilege
Grief
Friendship

Discussion Questions
LITTLE,
BROWN
AND COMPANY
1. Why do you think the novel begins with Jerome’s
death?
How
was running away. Jerome wonders, “When truth’s a feeling,
Art copyright © 2016 by Peter Brown
did the alternating time periods affect your reading of the
can it be both? Both true and untrue?” (page 118). Why is the
story?
truth so hard to determine in these situations?

2. Why does Carlos bring a toy gun to school? Why might he
feel like it is the best way to protect himself from bullies?
3. Why does Jerome take the toy gun even though it feels
wrong?
4. Had you heard about Emmett Till before reading Ghost Boys?
If so, what did you know about him? What did you learn
about him?
5. Why is Sarah the only person who can see Jerome and
Emmett?
6. At the court hearing, the defending lawyer accuses Officer
Moore of “racial bias” (page 86). What does he mean? How
can a person be biased without realizing it?

8. How did you feel when the judge announced that Officer
Moore would not be charged with a crime? Why do you think
Jewell Parker Rhodes chose this verdict?
9. Before Jerome moves on, he convinces Sarah to speak to her
father about fighting racial prejudice even though she doesn’t
want to. Why is this Jerome’s final act?
10. At the end of the book, Jerome realizes that he and the other
ghost boys are able to communicate with certain people so
they can “bear witness” to the ghost boys’ stories. What does
this mean? How does bearing witness tie into the statement,
“Only the living can make the world better” (page 203)?
11. After reading this novel, how can you make the world better?

7. At the hearing, Officer Moore says, “I was in fear for my life”
(page 131), and that is why he shot Jerome even though Jerome
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